
NJASLA GETS POSITIVE REVISIONS TO ‘VEGETATION MANAGEMENT AND 
NATIVE PLANTS ONLY’ STATE BILL INTRODUCTIONS AWAITING FULL SENATE 
AND ASSEMBLY VOTES 
 
 
Two recent bill introductions impacting landscape architecture on public lands were 
successfully revised from their introduced formats in the Senate Environment and 
Energy Committee (SE&EC) with the input of NJASLA in this month. 
 
Senate No. 724 that establishes an “Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management 
Program” within NJDOT was amended to add a licensed landscape architect to the 
Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management Technical Advisory Committee.  
This Committee will have the following charges: 
 

(1)   Studying and evaluating prevailing research related to biodiversity, 
climate control, invasive species control, native plant life cycles, soil 
erosion, and other environmental or roadside vegetation management 
related subjects; 
(2)   Securing funding for research, feasibility studies, and integrated 
roadside vegetation management projects; 
(3)   Establishing integrated roadside vegetation management best 
practices;       (4)  Advising the department on the necessity of 
regulations or revisions to applicable department regulations that 
concern roadside vegetation management; and 
(5)   Developing strategies for educating public officials, owners of 
property adjacent to roadsides, and the general public on integrated 
roadside vegetation management best practices. 

 
No 724 was approved by the full Senate on September 15, 2016, received by the 
Assembly and referred to Assembly Environment and Solid Waste Committee for 
considering the revision in A3604, the Assembly “companion” bill. Both State Houses 
must approve a bill’s unified single text before it can go to the governor for final approval 
or veto. (See http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2016/Bills/S1000/724_R1.PDF) 
 
Senate No. 227 “An Act concerning use of native vegetation by the Department of 
Transportation, New Jersey Turnpike Authority, and the South Jersey 
Transportation Authority”, is a bill intended to require those agencies  to use “only 
native vegetation for landscaping, land management, reforestation, or habitat 
restoration”. Yesterday, at the SE&EC hearing on S227,  Nick Tufaro, NJASLA Trustee 
and Joanne Diez, NJASLA President-Elect, presented concerns and opposition to 
Senate No. 227 as originally written. In concert with NJ Farm Bureau and the NJ 
Nursery and Landscape Contractors Association an amendment to require NJ 
Department of Environmental Protection to consult with the Department of Agriculture’s 
Division of Plant Industry  to “identify, for each plant hardiness zone, all of the particular 
species of vegetation that are native to the State, and that thrive in each plant hardiness 
zone in the State”.  NJASLA found that our concern regarding the “all native or nothing” 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/nKnMB4c2mlKJhe


mandate stated in the No. 227 was in conflict with the aims of No. 724 and denied the 
value of the traditional and evolving science of horticulture rang true with the SE&EC 
members. A second amendment was crafted “on the spot” to  authorize these agencies 
“to use non-native vegetation for purposes of landscaping, land management, 
reforestation, or habitat restoration in prescribed circumstances where and when 
necessary if the use of native vegetation is not feasible, provided that the non-
native vegetation is deemed to be non-invasive and not otherwise detrimental to 
the environment”. An application by each agency for such authorization must be made 
to the Department of Environmental Protection, with the Division of Plant Industry and 
representatives of appropriate plant industry organizations and environmental 
organizations selected by the Department of Environmental Protection.                   
 
Considering the wholehearted support for the original wording by prominent state and 
local environmental conservation groups, this was an acceptable compromise. 
With these amendments, Senate No. 227 was released to the full Senate for a vote. 
(See http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2016/Bills/S0500/227_R1.HTM)  
 
NJASLA could not have been so responsive to and effective in achieving amendments 
to these introductions without the advice and assistance from our government affairs 
consultant, Joseph Simonetta, who has alerted NJASLA on these introductions, 
contacted the bill sponsors and arranged for our comments a the Senate hearing. We 
will be carefully watching and reporting the progress of these two bills throughout the 
remainder of the 2016 session.  
 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/1dqWB8c4EZzwce

